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Glossary of Vocabulary


The Great Fire of London 1666
Key Facts
Samuel Pepys wrote a diary which tells us a lot about the Great Fire of London.
Houses caught fire very easily because they were made out of wattle and daub.  Lots of London was destroyed, including St Paul’s Cathedral so King Charles II decided that houses needed to be made from stone.
The Great Fire of London took place in 1666, which is almost 400 years ago.



Prior Learning
Children have an understanding that life was different a long time ago.  Children can discuss changes in Britain within the last 100 years.  Children can recall events that took place beyond their living memory.
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Key People

Thomas

An ember from one of
Thomas’ bakery ovens
ignited some nearby
firewood. The fire quickly
spread around the room
andto nearby buildings.

Oneof they ways we know
about the fireisbecause
people wrote about it in
theirown personaldiary.

Charles Il was the King of
Englandin 1666. After the
fire, he made adecree that
houses must be built further
apart and built from stone
not timber.
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Timeline

Afirestartsin Thomas Farriner’s bakery on
PuddingLane. As news of the fire spreads,
people run to escape its path.

Fire-fighters try to tackle the fire but it

spreads quickly. People carry their
possessions tosafety using ahorse and cart
ar boats on the River Thames.

Housesare pulled down n an attempt to
stop the fire spreading.
St. Pauls Cathedral is destroyed.

‘The fire starts toburn more slowly as the
wind dies down.

Thefireis finally under controland put
out. People are left homeless.





